
8th Grade English Language Arts:  

Curriculum Overview (2017-2018) 

 

Unit One: Short Stories  

Texts: 

● "The Tell-Tale Heart" by Edgar Allen Poe 

● "Lamb to the Slaughter" by Roald Dahl 

● "Charles" by Shirley Jackson 

● "The Landlady" by Roald Dahl 

● "The Veldt" by Ray Bradbury 

 

Essential Questions: 

● How are universal experiences and themes expressed through literature? 

● How do authors effectively use literary techniques to tell a story?  

● How do authors convey purpose and meaning in literature? 

 

Enduring Understandings: 
● Authors write with different purposes in mind. 

● The successful incorporation of literary techniques into stories (such as mood/tone, 

irony, foreshadowing, and conflict) impact our experiences as readers.  

● All good literature reveals truths about the human experience that transcends its time.  

 

 

Unit Two: Drama  

Texts: 

● Monster by Walter Dean Myers 

● A Christmas Carol: Scrooge and Marley by Israel Horovitz 

 

Essential Questions: 

● How do our decisions impact our community? 

● In what ways can we positively impact our world? 

● How do our choices shape our identity, and how others view us?  

 

Enduring Understandings: 
● The use of dramatic elements is important in creating and portraying characters. 

● While similar in many ways, screenplays and theater plays utilize different terminology, 

elements,  and techniques to best tell their stories.  

● Dramatic literature is different from prose because it is intended for performance. 

 

 

 



Unit Three: Creative Non-Fiction  

Texts: 

● The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie 

 

Essential Questions: 

● How is identity formed within different cultures? 

● What turning points determine our individual pathways toward adulthood? 

● What are some main factors in identity creation?  

 

Enduring Understandings: 
● Identity can shape our perception of the world around us. 

● Identity is constructed from inside and outside perspectives. 

● Labels and stereotypes can influence how we view and understand our world. 
 

 

Unit Four: Historical Fiction: Holocaust  

Texts: 

● The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne 

 

Essential Questions: 

● How should we, as individuals, determine the value of a human life?  

● How do fear and intimidation silence people from speaking against authority?  

● How does silence perpetuate violence? 

 

Enduring Understandings: 
● Past experiences identify what we do not want to repeat in history.  

● Understanding a character’s perspective can help readers connect to historical events. 

● The innocence of children can sometimes reveal the ignorance of adults.  
 

 

Unit Five: Realistic Fiction  

Texts:  

● Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson 

 
Essential Questions: 

● What are the effects of peer pressure on young adults?  

● What defines an outsider? 

● How do creative expressions, and different art forms, help people?  

● Is it easier to stay silent, or to speak out, against authority?  

 

Enduring Understandings: 
● Understanding symbolism helps us to uncover deeper universal meanings within texts.  

● Finding, and using, one’s personal voice can help somebody overcome dark times.  

● Writers use techniques that help them become authentic to their audience.  


